


Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy
(Daughters of Gandhy)
A Journey of Resistance and Cultural Celebration  
 
46 years of existence and cultural celebration.
 
The Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy Recreational and Cultural Society is a 
non-profit civil association. Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy was founded 
in 1979, by Gilberto Nonato do Sacramento (Negão de Donny) and a 
group of dancers Silvana Magda, Maria Jaeda Pinheiro, Raimunda 
Ildes de Oliveira, Adriana Santos, among other partners, at a time 
when Brazil was still under military dictatorship. Women’s rights 
were severely restricted and Afro-Brazilian culture was often 
marginalized or suppressed. In their early years the group faced 
numerous obstacles. They struggled to find rehearsal space, secure 
funding and gain recognition. However, they persevered through 
their passion and commitment to their mission.



We are proud to be the first 
female afoxé in Bahia, leading 
the way towards Afro-female 
empowerment and cultural 
celebration.



Under the leadership of Gliceria Vasconcelos since 1984 and 
with the participation of other influential women, the Afoxé 
became a symbol of female empowerment. 
 
Throughout its history, the Afoxé has received recognition 
from various social and Carnival organizations for the work 
developed. Notable examples include the Castro Alves Trophy 
in the best Afro carnival group category for 4 consecutive years 
(2013-2016), and participation in the Lavagem da Rua 46 in New 
York, USA (2014, 2016) and 2017 in Newark, NJ, USA. Currently, 
the Filhas de Gandhy are also a Ponto de Cultura (Culture Point), 
receiving support from the Government of Bahia through Secult 
(State Secretariat of Culture).





The culture of peace is also one of the pillars 
of the Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy institution, 
which finds inspiration in the great pacifist 
Mahatma Gandhi and encourages the 
promotion of solidarity, combating violence, 
intolerance, and prejudice. Our patron 
saints are the Orixàs Ogum and Santo 
Antônio de Categeró, who receive tributes 
and devotions of faith annually in June.



A Catalyst for Social Change
 
Since its inception, Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy has been a 
powerful force in combating social inequalities. Through 
a variety of cultural, educational, and social initiatives, 
the organization has fostered a collective of women 
dedicated to positive change.
 
Offering free courses, workshops, seminars, and video 
screenings at its headquarters, Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy 
provides accessible opportunities for women to develop 
their skills and knowledge. These programs empower 
individuals to challenge systemic injustices and create a 
more equitable society.

Combating  social inequalities



The mystical  touch  of  Ijexá
 
Seeking to maintain and preserve the traditions of African culture, as 
well as spread the culture of peace. The institution has been holding the 
traditional parade during Bahia’s carnival for 46 years, causing great 
enchantment when it appears on the Avenue with its beauty in the blue 
and white tones of its costumes, symbolizing PEACE, the mystical touch 
of Ijex, mixed with charm of women from all races, sects and religions, 
drawing attention with their bea utiful turbans, ornaments and the 
strength of their musicality, to the playing of agogôs and atabaques.



Carnaval 2024 
 
In 2024, the Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy celebrated a milestone with 
the return of Silvana Magda to the direction and production. After 
four decades residing in the United States, Silvana, one of the 
institution’s founders, accepted the request of her mother, Glicéria 
Vasconcelos, president of Filhas de Gandhy. Her vast international 
experience brought new vitality and innovative perspectives to the 
group. 
 
The 2024 Carnival was an example of this new phase, with the 
Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy uniting tradition and modernity. The 
performance featured Silvana Magda and DJ Bieta, who together, 
offered an innovative reinterpretation of the ijexá rhythm. They 
incorporated samples and electronic elements into the traditional 
sound of the Afoxé, creating a unique fusion.



Carnaval 2024 
 
Initially, the proposal generated some doubts among the afoxé’s 
percussionists, but the initiative was quickly received with enthusiasm by 
the public. With her notable musical experience, Silvana Magda led the 
percussionists in adapting to the new rhythm, ensuring the fluidity and 
quality of the performance. 
 
The collaboration between Silvana Magda and DJ Bieta highlighted the 
power of innovation combined with respect for traditions. The introduction 
of electronic elements to the ijexá reinvigorated the sound of Afoxé Filhas 
de Gandhy, keeping its essence and authenticity intact.



Our Carnival, Our History, and a Vibrant Future 
 
Since its creation in 1979, the annual Carnival of the Filhas de Gandhy 
has revered Afro and Amerindian cultures, providing the public and 
participants with rich and meaningful experiences. 
 
The 2025 Carnival was a landmark! The chosen theme was “As Marias & 
Yabás”, carefully elaborated from the melody that brought our narrative to 
life to every visual and performative element. It was a deep immersion into 
our history and the richness of our roots.



For the 2026 Carnival, we are already preparing something even more special, 
continuing this tradition of innovation and respect, under the powerful theme 
“Orisà AYAN Has Blessed Us.” 
 
A celebration of female strength, resistance, culture, and sustainability, echoing the 
ancestral rhythms of the drums across the continents. 
 
What You Will Find: 
The Rhythm of Ayàn: Prepare for an unforgettable carnival, full of contagious 
joy, with a celebration dedicated to Ayàn, the Orixá (Orisha) of the drums, divine 
expression, music, and dance. Experience the primal force of the beat and the 
spiritual expression of our traditions. 
 
Connection with the Roots:  
We celebrate the strength and beauty of women in Brazilian society, inviting 
everyone to reconnect with their origins and celebrate life in its fullness through 
the sacred sound of the Afro-Brazilian drum. 
 
A Must-See Carnival for Those Seeking: 
Meaning and Representation:  
Dive into a carnival that goes beyond the party, bringing important discussions and 
celebrat





llustrious women, recognizing this struggle, have joined the 
Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy. These women include: 
Countess Luana de Noailles, Diambi Kabatusuila Queen 
of Congo, Zezé Motta (Actress and Singer), Gessy Gesse 
(Actress), Yeda Pessoa de Castro (anthropologist) Nivalda Silva 
Costa(Anthropologist and activist) Ebomi Nice Evangelista 
Espíndola (Activist), Lídice da Mata (Senator and Federal 
Deputy for Bahia), Fabya Reis (Post-doctorate in Social Sciences), 
Fabíola Mansur (Doctor and ALBA Special Prosecutor for 
Women), Julieta Palmeira (Doctor, Finep/MCTI Advisor ), Angela 
Guimarães (Licensed Teacher from the State Network), the poet 
and singer Claudete Macedo, some mothers and daughters of 
saints from different terreiros in the city; mothers of artists 
such as Carlinhos Brown (Madalena Santos), Daniela Mercury 
(Liliana Mercuri), Márcio Vitor (Dona Tutta) and Xanddy from 
“Harmonia do Samba” (Judite Menezes), among many others.





























A Cultural Platform for Business and Social Impact
 
Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy, a cornerstone of Brazilian cultural heritage, presents 
an unparalleled opportunity for businesses seeking to elevate their brand and 
connect with a diverse, engaged audience. 
By partnering with Afoxé, your company gains access to a network of tourism 
professionals, businesses, media outlets, influencers, and a dedicated fanbase. 
This opens doors to new business ventures, strengthens existing relationships, 
and ensures substantial visibility for your brand.
 
Innovation Meets Tradition
 
Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy seamlessly blends traditional outreach methods with 
cutting-edge digital technologies. Beyond printed materials, our strong online 
presence across platforms like Google, Facebook, Instagram, X, and YouTube 
expands our reach and guarantees maximum visibility for our partners.



Benefits for Your Company:
 
A Cultural Platform for Business and Social Impact Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy, a 
cornerstone of Brazilian cultural heritage, presents an unparalleled opportunity 
for businesses seeking to elevate their brand and connect with a diverse, engaged 
audience. 
By partnering with Afoxé, your company gains access to a network of tourism 
professionals, businesses, media outlets, influencers, and a dedicated fanbase. 
This opens doors to new business ventures, strengthens existing relationships, 
and ensures substantial visibility for your brand.



Highlight on Social Media:
 
By partnering with Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy, your company becomes a 
catalyst for:
•	 Cultural preservation
•	 Social innovation
•	 Positive impact
•	 Invest in a brighter future
•	 Become a partner today.
 
Contact us to explore partnership opportunities.









Hire Baianas and Banda Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy 
for Experience the vibrant Bahian culture at your 
next event.  
 
Let the contagious energy of Baianas and Banda Gandhydivas   from  
Afoxé Filhas de Gandhy bring a unique and unforgettable experience 
to your celebration. 
 
Perfect for: 
Corporate events 
Receptions 
Private parties
 
Our offerings include: 
Energetic musical performances with Afro-Brazilian rhythms 
Authentic Bahian costumes 
Interactive experiences with the audience 
Guaranteed joy and high spirits
 
Contact us today to request a quote and learn more about how 
Baianas and Banda Gandhydivas  can elevate your event.





BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Gliceria Vasconcelos
President and Benefactress
(71) 991276436

Silvana Magda
Founder, Executive and Artistic Director 
+1(917)528-8151

Andréa Sacramento 
Treasurer
 (71) 99708-8753



Marta Góes  
Public Relations 
 
Nágila Diacuí  
Project Production and Fundraising 
 
Franciane Simplício  
Project Production and Fundraising 
 
Everanildes Santana  
Secretary  
 
Maria Helena 
Supervisor

Camilla Oliveira - Toca
Assessoria de Imprensa



www.afoxefilhasdegandhy.com

@afoxefilhasdegandhy

@afoxefilhasdegandhy

afoxefilhasdegandhy@gmail.com

(71) 99708-8753

Contact


